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General “tracking”: Graduate Student Information System (GSIS)

• Centralized electronic data collection environment

• First rollout of GSIS was in 2012
• Data from repository back to 1989

• Collect at the individual level

• Reporting at individual level or aggregate at program or school level

• Placement information (first job after PhD) on individual students was 
collected from both graduate programs and via web searches

• Updated at least once a year, but when possible every semester
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Alumni “Tracking”
• Sources for alumni contact information

• exit survey 
• Registrar’s office
• Development Office
• Graduate Coordinators (GCs) of the programs
• Social media

• Example: we are participating in a CGS survey project including 10 or our 
graduate programs
• at least one email contact for all but 17 of 596 alumni using information from 

Registrar, VIP (our development office’s database) and GCs
• sounds good, but where we have 3 email addresses from the 3 sources very few of 

the emails agree across all three sources.
• high correlation between the Registrar and the VIP lists

• Most common domains: .utexas.edu (217); gmail.com (163); 
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