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The number of degree programs and graduate 
student enrollment are not always proportional

Source: Texas Higher Education Accountability System http://www.txhigheredaccountability.org/acctpublic/
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Program Inventory http://www.highered.Texas.gov/apps/programinventory/ 8

Some disciplines may have few programs but high enrollments, 
for example Law. These are considerations for the capacity of 
existing programs and the creation of new programs without 
causing unnecessary duplication.

Enrollment 
Fall 2018

Number of Programs 
Academic Year 2019-20

Master’s 97,299 1,663
Doctoral 42,716 575
Total 140,015 2,238



The number of master’s and doctoral degrees awarded 
increased 11% from 2015 to 2019

Degrees awarded at Texas public universities and health-related institutions.
Source: Texas Higher Education Accountability System http://www.txhigheredaccountability.org/acctpublic/ 9
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Top 10 Master’s Degrees 
Awarded
1. Business Administration and Management
2. Educational Leadership and Administration
3. Accounting
4. Family Practice Nurse/Nursing
5. Computer and Information Sciences
6. Curriculum and Instruction
7. Information Science/Studies
8. Electrical and Electronics Engineering
9. Special Education and Teaching
10. Counselor Education/School Counseling      

Top 10 Doctoral Degrees 
Awarded

1. Medicine
2. Law
3. Pharmacy
4. Physical Therapy/Therapist
5. Educational Leadership and Administration
6. Dentistry
7. Osteopathic Medicine/Osteopathy
8. Electrical and Electronics Engineering
9. Chemistry
10. Nursing Practice

Source: Texas Higher Education Accountability System
http://www.txhigheredaccountability.org/acctpublic/

Disciplines with the most degrees awarded are 
different at the master’s and doctoral levels
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Source: Texas Higher Education Accountability System 
http://www.txhigheredaccountability.org/acctpublic/ 11

Nearly twice as many graduate degrees were awarded in Business than 
any other curriculum area in Texas from 2014 to 2018
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Considering Developing a New Program
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Source: Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 5
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=4&ti=19&pt=1&ch=5 13

Guidelines are provided in Texas Administrative Code to ensure that 
institutions establish programs based on need, quality, costs and funding, 

and program review.

• Design of the proposed program
• Freedom of inquiry and expression
• Programs at the master’s and 

bachelor’s level
• Need for program
• Faculty resources
• Critical mass of students
• On-campus residency expectations
• Adequate financial assistance

• External learning experiences
• Support staff
• Physical facilities
• Library
• Costs and funding
• Program evaluation standards
• Strategic plan, and
• First doctoral program



Considerations when developing a new degree 
program include:
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Review existing institutional offerings and resources
• How many existing faculty are in place with appropriate expertise in the proposed 

program?
• How much support within the school/department is available for the proposed 

program?
• Is there existing space available to accommodate the proposed program?

Review existing programs at other institutions
• Are existing programs at capacity?
• Are existing programs turning away qualified students?
• Is there unmet student demand?
• Is there unmet workforce demand?
• Are employers in the region searching for graduates of such a program?



Considerations when developing a new degree 
program include: (continued)
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Program Development
• Where is the proposed program going to be offered?
• Is it a face-to-face program offered on an institution’s main campus or is it a distance 

education program?
• Would the program rely on current students to populate the new program?
• Would the program provide paid internships or assistantships?

Curriculum Development
• What courses are required for the new program?
• Would the program utilize competency-based methods, including credit for prior 

knowledge?
• How would the program promote an efficient time to degree?
• Would the program use open resources?
• What marketable skills will students be able to identify upon completion?



To anticipate future needs for graduate programs:
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• Obtain workforce projections at the national, state, regional, 
and local levels

• Examine current enrollment and degree production data to 
determine if needs are unmet

• Consider how and where the institution’s resources should be 
applied



Resources
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Coordinating Board Resources
• Accountability System www.txhigheredaccountability.org/acctpublic/
• Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) www.txhighereddata.org/Interactive/CIP/ (Texas)
• Degree Program Search www.highered.texas.gov/apps/programinventory
• Institutional Program Inventory www.highered.texas.gov/apps/programinventory

Other Resources
• Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Outlook Handbook https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
• Burning Glass www.burning-glass.com
• Department of State Health Services, Health Professions Fact Sheets http://www.dshs.texas.gov/chs/hprc/health.shtm
• Economic Development and Employer Planning System www.edeps.org
• Emsi www.economicmodeling.com
• National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Post-Secondary Education Data System (IPEDS) https://nces.ed.gov/

and https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/
• National Science Foundation, WebCASPAR: Integrated Science and Engineering Resources Data System

https://ncsesdata.nsf.gov/webcaspar/
• Texas Administrative Code https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=4&ti=19&pt=1&ch=5
• Texas Health Professions Regulatory Boards www.hpc.texas.gov/agencies/ (Health Professions)
• Texas Labor Market Information https://texaslmi.com/
• Texas Workforce Commission www.twc.state.tx.us

http://www.txhigheredaccountability.org/acctpublic/
http://www.txhighereddata.org/Interactive/CIP/
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/apps/programinventory
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/apps/programinventory
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
http://www.burning-glass.com/
http://www.dshs.texas.gov/chs/hprc/health.shtm
http://www.edeps.org/
http://www.economicmodeling.com/
https://nces.ed.gov/
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/
https://ncsesdata.nsf.gov/webcaspar/
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=4&ti=19&pt=1&ch=5
http://www.hpc.texas.gov/agencies/
https://texaslmi.com/
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/
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